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well afford to hire dancers for their amuse-
ment?" Such is the difference between people
of opposite views in their modes * of pleasing
themselves: a Native gentleman would con-
sider himself disgraced or insulted by the simple
inquiry, " Can you dance, sing, or play?"

The female slaves are sometimes taught to
sing for their ladies' amusement, and amongst
the many Hindoostaunie airs there are some
, that would please even the most scientific ear ;
although, perhaps, they are as old as the coun-
try in which they were invented, since here
there are neither composers of modern music,
nor competitors for fame to bring the amuse-
ment to a science. Prejudice will be a conti-
nual barrier to improvement in music with the
Natives of India; the most homely of their na-
tional airs are preferred at the present day to the
finest composition of modern Europe.

My promised postscript, is a translation from
the Persian, extracted from "The Hyaatool
Kaaloob." The author is detailing the manner
of living, habitual to Mahumud and his family,